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and rolled into cakes ready either for use in the
country or for export. It is calculated that about
8000 cases of opium, each case containing some 200
cakes, are exported from Persia every year.

Although the growth of opium enriches those
directly concerned, yet it tends to impoverish the
country; for the ground which before was cultivated
with wheat and corn is now required for the poppy,
thus making grain much dearer.

There is also a large quantity of tobacco grown
in Persia, which is used for the "kalian" (or water-
pipe) and cigarette smoking. The best kind is grown
in the neighbourhood of Shiraz.

Wheat and barley are largely grown, and are
always reaped with the sickle. The land is very
fertile, and with very little trouble a good crop is
obtained, provided the water supply is good.

It has been said of Persia that "it is only
necessary to tickle the land and it will laugh into
blossom."
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